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Editorial

After two and a half years of exisience. thers 15 a marksd
increase in the work done by the collaborators of the
Hepate-Billary Group. Cn behalf of the Editorial Team, 1
express our gratimde to all active collaborators of the
Croup for their conribution, thus snhancing the
Iknowledis on the svidence-based medicine,

The CHEG is presently handsearching about 20 jouwrnals
and the Group is making a successfil progress. Thers are
another 200 journals sall waiting for bandsearcheaes, but
we will be also merting help from the other thres registersd
gasrrointestinal collsbomutve review groups, Le.. the
groups on infammatory bows! diseases, colorectal canesr
and upper gastrointestinal and pancreasic disease group. I
v are interested in handsearching, vou are welcome to
contact the Editgrial Team Offics for the formalities.

The developed Trial Register (TR) m a ProCiie database
comtaims at present mare tan §,700 references. O of
them. 4,1 1% are randomised climcal mals with paper
copies kept in the Editorial Team Otffice in stare for
pecple inberested in producing systematic reviews, The
TR comtains also 140 references on M-As. The litersture
iz followed regularty and te contained informmation tn the
CHBG s TR is updated on 2 regular basis.

The CHEG has stareed bugiding ug a Register of Planned
and Cngning Triale [f someone of the readers is aware of
such trmls, please provide ns with this informartion.

There are presently + | registered titles for systematic
raviews and another 11 ttlss have materialized into
protocols {135 of them accepied) and systematc mviews
(twa of them acsepted) published in the Cochrane
Library.

Eiowever, there 15 stull much to be dene, Although
progress has been made, we are 3040 years behind the
development of heparo-piliary mndomised clinical trials.

[t will require hard wark from us all to get on wp of this
development as trials are constantly being performed,

e really think you can cortribute, don ¥ poe?
A we like to assurs you in our aSESANCE,
Christian Gluud
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Trairing workshops see appendiz

Researchers wishing to aznst the Cochrine Hepato-thliary Group by daing handsearches and systematic remews ars invited to cantact
The Editorial Team Cifice, The Cogenhacen Trial Unit, nstbste of Preventive Mediemne, Copenboagen University Hoepital, THC-1 399
Copenhagen Denmerk, Tel: #45 3338 3742, ar +83 JI583T43, Fax + 43 3332 4410; Emal] CHBGEZ{pm hosp dk. ar to obtam mene
infarmation on the Coshrane Callabaration and the CHEG by wsnneg the following Intermet homes pages: waowcochrane co ik

hibtpe/ihine memaster cxeechrans and hipfinetun dif—cacphichbg.




Joint meeting of the Cochrane
Gastrointestinal Review Groups

The World Congresses of Gastroenterology is going
1o e held in Viennz on 5 - 11 September 1995, [n
this connection, members of the fur Cochrane
Castroantestingl Review Groups will have the
passibility 10 go imo session on September L1, 14.00-
16,00 bours, m hall M/ of the Ansma Center and
exchange experienes mi their handsearching
activities, preparmton of protecels and idegs on
Writing systematic reviews. Torben Jorgensen will
represent the CHBAG, makang a ffteen minotes report
on the Group™s progress as well as giving general
information 1o those unfmliar with s sxastence and
scope of work. The mestung will grve the editors of
the four groups the chance to mest for the Arst dme,

50 Years of Clinical trials: Past, Present
and Foture
Thursday 29-Friaday 30 October 1908

Methodist Ceniral Hall,
Westminsier Loandon SWI1H 9WH.

The Brotsh Medical Journal (B34} published one of
the world's first mmdomized controlled tmals in
October 1948, To commemorats the 50 anniversary
of the publication of the Streptomycin trial the BT
Organizes @ major intermagonal multdisciplinasy
confercnce on 29 - 30 Ocwober 1998, Those anending
will get to know about Johannes Fibiger and hig
Dranish trial an serm intervenzon in diphthera
patients, This trial moms 100 years this yvear

Cochrane Colloquinm 1998

This vear’s colloguium is going o take place for
the first ime 1o the USA in Balimore, Maryland
from Ocrober 22°% to October 26™, The theme is
“Svaematic reviews: Evidenca for Action™ The
Grst half-dav will be an wtroduction (o the
Collaboration far neweomers. Subsequent days
will offer scientific sessions, proup mestings, and
workshops, Further details about the Colloguium
are available from:

6* Intermational Cochrane Colloguium,
oo Couresy Associates,
2000 L 5t N.W_, Suite 710

Washingtan, DO 200536, USA

Tel: +1 202 973 8685 Fax:+ 1 202 331 0111,
Email: Kgillaspm Conrtesydszoc oo ar

From the Baltimors Cochrane Centre web page

(Tetpdfwww, cochrane. org). Here vou will be able 1o
find a revised mesting scheduls as well.

Future Caollogquia

The 7 Anmual Cochrane Colloquium will be held in
Rome, Ttaly October 5-10, 1#HH.

The 5 Annual Cochrane Collequium will be hald in
Sooth Africa in 20804,

AASLIDVMTASL Joint Meeting
[ASL November 4 — November 6
AASLD November 6 — November 140

The Cochrane Hepate-Biliacy Group mestmg will be
held during the AASLDTSLD joint mesting in
Chicago, USA. The exact date and tine will be
announced Iater. The meetmg will be held at Sheraton
Chicago Hotel and Towers Chicago, Nlinods

Crthyer futsre mesting dares of the AASLD are:

1999 Oember 29 — November 2
AASLD 50 Anniversary Meeting 2000 November
10 — November 14

Second Symposinm on Systematic
Reviews: Bevond The Basics

5t Catherine’s College, Oxford, UK
5T January 1993

Following its earlier success, a sccond one is now
being planmed for Fanuary next year, Onee apuin this
will be hosted by the Centre for Statisties in Medicine
and will take place in Ondford. [t will aim to cover
issues pelaied to the methodology of sysiematic
reviews, There will be a parmicular focug on receat
advanees, new challenges and effective dissemination.
With this in mind, 3 member of main opic areas for
presentation and discussion have been idenufied,
Thess meinde sstimming reatment effects (or the
individual patcent; dissemination of the fndings of
systematic reviews of oop-mndomsed sudies of
effectivencss and also of scomoemic, diagnostic amd



prognostis studies: publication bas; and e impaet of
methodology on the quality and findings of systematic
rEviEws.

Further details about the meeting are available from:
Rachelle Seifas

Cenlre for Statistics in Medicine

[msticute of Health Sciences

2d Road, Headington, Oxford

OX3 7LF, UK

Tel: =44 LE65 220615 Fax: +4d4 | B6S 226062;
r.scifasi@icriicnet uk

New members to the group

Prof, Bui Marques dos Santos"s is a newly registerad
ftandsearcher within the CHEG. His request o
handsearch the GE. Jomal Portugies de
Gastrenterologia for the vears 1994 to present plus
prospective is confirmed at the Baltmore Cochrane
Center. We wish him success,

Steering Group Elections

On Augrust 17 the results of this vear's elections to the
Collaboration's Stesring Group were annaumced, W
wild like 1o congramlate all thess sucsessful
candidates and wish them fuitful wock. We also like
to thank those who were given the chance to vote,

¢ Represenrimg Colloborative Review Groups.
Chris Williams, Gyraecolagical Cancer Groug

s Representing Collzborasive Review Groups:
Peter Lamghorms, Siroks Group

*  Represemting Centres: Simmy Folmind, Sowh
African Cochrane Centre

s Represenring Centres: Gerd Artes, German
Cockrane Cenrre

= Representing Methods Working Groups: Mike
Clerrke, Methods Working Group on Reviaws
wring frefividual Parlenr Dara

Ot September 1% the result for a Consurter Nerwark
(TN} representattee on Steering ot was also
myacks kngwan,

Flilda Bastian has been re-slecied af ome of the feo
Corsumer Natwork repraseniatives on the
Colloborarion's Steering Croup, Gill Gyte is the other
CN representarive,

The above menticned sucosssful condidates take offics

for three years as members of the Steering Group, at
the Annual General Meeting being held during the
Haltimors Colloquium {130 p.o, on Saturday 2dih
Oictober [998)

In short on the 3" CHBG meeting —Lisbon,
April 18, 1998

The 5 Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group meeting was
held in Lishon in conmestion with the 337 Annual
EASL-meering. There were |ats of good discussions. C
Gluwd presented the achievements of the CHBG, and
C. Sampaio mede o very fine presentation an " The
Cochrane Collaboration - past, presenr, and firure',
‘How does The Cochrane Library work?”, and “How
does Revian work?” After the presentation, she
demonsrated the Library for some of the partieipants,
T. Jergensen presented his owo titles: Dpen surpery v
endoscopic ireatment for bile ducy slones” and
‘Laparoscapie vi smail incision or open
cholgeysiectomy: gifectivenass and sgfen. B L. Karetz
made 2 presentation on duplicate publications.

Of different Kinds

For information to all interested people

There is now an updated version of the Collaborasion
brochure on the Collaboration's web site

(hitp:fsom. inders.ediaw'fisacochrane’). A fow very
minor inaccurecies have been corrected, bur mars
importantly, the full contact details of the rwa latea
Cochrane Centres to be sstablished, in Spam and
Cermany, are now on the back page of the brochurs.
Should you wish to provide yourselves with a supply
of the brochure, the full text and graghics can be
dowmloaded from the web site for the purpose.

To the knowledge of the reviewers:
Who gets a complimentary copy of the Cochrane

Library?

A complimentary copy of The CL goes to the contact
person of every registerad entity, and also o avery
contact reviewer (one only per Contact Beviewer,
regardless of the number of revizws for which they are
primarily responsitle), Thess complimentary copies ane
paid for out of the Collaboration's rovaltiss. Reviewers
wito are not Contact Beviewers do NOT recsive a
complimentary copy. [t is important that when 2
Contaet Beviewer changes address, her'his review
cowver sheet s updated prompaly. Update Software take

Bk



the contact details from the raview cover sheeis ta

the treatment of variceal

compile their mailing list, and sanngt be expected 1o haemorrheee
Yo when a person's contact details change. It is [me ; 7
assumed these days that most peaple want the CD LR ‘I‘am_omfen far hepatocellular | Findlay M
version of The Libeary rather than the disk version. If carcmoma j
this were not the case, it would be most belpiul if you 9. Comparison of 103l | Khan 54
could rotify your review group coordimatir, so tat you portosystemis shunt vs shunts
will not get send out the wrong versim. that preserve portal vanous
hepatic perfusion in the
Glaxo Welleome Trial Data treatment of variceal
: i B haemorrhage
Cilaxo Wellcome has made available 2ll of fs rial data o - - -
on the wib, This infermation can be accessed using the 10. Ursedeoxycholic acid for Christensen
following wabgite: primary biliary cirrhosis E
hitpefiwww. glaeowellcome. so.uk | 11 Effectivensss of vaccines Boxall EH
: : | against hepatitis B in
All Published Cochrane Reviews and newborns. 1. Population
Protocols that are to be found in the studies
Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group Module of | 12. Effectiveness of vacsines Boxall EH
the Cochrane Library against hepatitis B in
newborns. [1. Vaccinaton of
Heviews : First anthor babies at high risk of infection
. = P 13. Antibiotic prophylaxis for Cuidugli F
[. Vaccines against hepatitis B in Jeffersan T, Ty
henlth-care workers leptospirasis

e e =T e e L4 ,I:::E;n:;imp}' for Guidugli F
placeho or no festment in acute T -
blgeding cesophamenl varices |5, Nucleoside analogues withor | Wolters L

Frotocok without alpha-interfeson for

| Adjuvant therapy for operable | Chan ES-¥ h“"‘“ﬁf‘: Ehen
hcpatmlluju_;_ carcinoma Epa

7. Endoscopic therapy vs shunts in Ehan 5A
the lomzterm u.'mg:nml: of variceal Status of the CHBG s ProCite database
haemaorrhage as of August 10 1998

3. Sequential combination aof Frogsgasrd
glucocorticostercids and alf | & | Total number of references: 9749
interferon vs alfa mterfieron alons Tagoed: 7282
in chironic hepatitis B agsea:

4. Interferon weatment in acuts Poynard T Randomised clinical frials (RCTs) 4,119
I:|,¢pat'h:i5 C Controdled -:_ﬁginl trials {CCTs) 123

5. Interferon ceatment in chronie | Peynard T Second opinion oeght o be sought 541
hepatitis C (S05)

6. Laparoscopic vs small incision | Jargensen Meta-analyses (M-As) 140
or open cholecystectomy, T Reviews (REVs) B40
gifectiveness and safkrty Lerters (LTT3) 3 63

7. Surgical portosystemie shunts | Khan 54 Olbse rvational smdies{OBS) 1075
w5 ransjugular mtrahepatic Consensus reports, etc. (CONS) a2
portosystemic shunt {TIPS) in Miscellaneous (MISC) 385




