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ANNUAL REPORT 

2000 and 2001

THE COCHRANE HEPATO-BILIARY GROUP (CHBG)

Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group

Copenhagen Trial Unit – Centre for Clinical Intervention Research

Department 71 02, H:S Rigshospitalet, 2100 København Ø, Denmark

Tlf.: +45 35 45 71 75   Fax: +45 35 45 71 01

CHBG e-mail: chbg@ctu.rh.dk
CHBG homepage: http://www.inet.uni2.dk/~ctucph/chbg
HISTORY

The Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group (CHBG) was formally registered with the international clinical research organisation The Cochrane Collaboration on March 29, 1996, after five exploratory meetings at international conferences (see table on page 40). Since that time the Group has established a well functioning Editorial Base in The Copenhagen Trial Unit, H:S Copenhagen Hospital Corporation, part of the Copenhagen University Hospital, forming the Editorial team with 7 other international Co-Editors and 5 Assistant Editors and working with a growing group of engaged systematic reviewers and peer reviewers. At the end of 2001 there were about 500 members of the CHBG, of which about 150 are actively working, and many new people with interest in the group are contacting us with a wish to get involved in the work.

This report gives an overview of what has been achieved during 2000 and 2001 as well as during previous yeas. Furthermore, the goals set for 2002 are outlined. 

The report will be distributed in hardcopy to our sponsors past and present, that is, the Copenhagen Hospital Corporation (H:S), The 1991 Pharmacy Foundation, The Danish Medical Research Council, The Danish Council for Development Research, The Danish Institute for Health Technology Assessment, The Fund of 1890; and in addition to The Cochrane Steering Group and the CHBG Editors and Assistent Editors. Finally, it will be available on the CHBG web-page at http://inet.uni2.dk/~ctucph/chbg and will be broadcasted within the CHBG’s Newsletter. Members and newcomers may obtain copies by contacting The Editorial Team Office.

CHBG’s SCOPE

The CHBG is a non-profit clinical research group, which aims to help researchers, health-care professionals, and consumers find the existing evidence on clinical studies, mainly from randomised clinical trials (RCTs) and controlled clinical trials (CCTs) within the field of the hepato-biliary diseases; use this evidence when preparing systematic Reviews according to the guidelines of the Cochrane Collaboration (outlined in the Reviewers’ Handbook at http://www.cochrane.org/cochrane/hbook.htm), comparing the effects of health-care interventions; and make systematic Reviews accessible to health care providers, consumers, and policy makers through The Cochrane Library and through other channels. 

The CHBG deals with all aspects of the hepato-biliary diseases: prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, follow-up programmes, palliative care, quality of life, and health economics. A more detailed description is available from the Group’s Module as presented in the electronic Cochrane Library <http://www.update-software.com/Cochrane>, issued and updated quarterly.

STAFF 

In the Editorial Base in Copenhagen, the day-to-day responsibilities are carried out by one Co-ordinating Editor, Christian Gluud, one Review Group Co-ordinator, Dimitrinka Nikolova (full time), and one Trials Search Co-ordinator, Sarah Frederiksen (full time). The Group is assisted by one data manager, Nader Salasshahri (part time), and one photocopyist, Alexandra Nikolova (12 hours/monthly). Ninna Frydendall offers her voluntary assistance to The CHBG. Since September 2001 Sarah Frederiksen is on maternity leave and her work is partly overtaken by Dimitrinka Nikolova and Mette Hansen, CTU’s secretary.

Staff changes

Lise Lotte Kjaergard, Denmark, Saboor A. Khan, UK, and Alexander Craig, Australia, have joined the CHBG as Associate Editors in 2000. In 2001 Alexander Craig receded as Associate Editor of The CHBG because of other obligations and Robert Myers, Canada (presently working with Thierry Poynard in Paris) and Jianping Liu, China, joined as Associate Editors.

Editorial Team

Thus the editorial team in 2001 consisted of:

Editors

Christian Gluud (Coordinating & Criticism Editor), Denmark 

Torben Jørgensen, Denmark 

Ronald L. Koretz, USA 

Alberto Morabito (Statistical Editor), Italy 

Luigi Pagliaro, Italy 

Thierry Poynard, France 

Robert Sutton, UK 

James Toouli, Australia 

Associate editors

Saboor A. Khan, UK 

Lise Lotte Kjaergard, Denmark 

Jianping Liu, China 

Robert Myers, France 

Rosanna Simonetti, Italy 

Review Group Coordinator

Dimitrinka Nikolova, Denmark 

Trials Search Coordinator

Sarah Frederiksen, Denmark  

IT-Advisor

Nader Salasshahri, Denmark 

Forming collaborations within The Cochrane Collaboration

The CHBG collaborates with The Cancer Network and the three other gastrointestinal diseases groups; that is, The Cochrane Colorectal Cancer Group, The Cochrane Inflammatory Bowel Diseases Group, and The Cochrane Upper Gastrointestinal and Pancreatic Diseases Group. The mutual work reflects into searching specialist literature for relevant studies, exchanging information on studies of interest, preparation of systematic Reviews on border-line topics, peer reviewing, promoting the activities of the groups and spreading the evidence at different meetings, symposia, etc, at home and abroad. The Nordic Cochrane Centre extends its help in occasionally peer reviewing CHBG protocols and Reviews as well as offering workshops to reviewers and staff.

Christian Gluud has been a member of the Advisory Group of The Cochrane Cancer Network since 1996. In July 2001 he became one of the Patrons of the Cochrane Cancer Network charity ‘Cancer Aid’. In October 2001 he was invited to be part of the Executive of the Cochrane Cancer Network Advisory Committee, which replaced the Cochrane Cancer Advisory Group. 

In 2001 Christian Gluud became member of the Scientific Committee for the Second Asain-Pasific Conference on Evidence-based Medicine April 2002, member of The Abstract Selection Committee for the 10th Cochrane Colloquium in Stavanger 2002, and member of a group going to advise the Cochrane Steering Committee on conflicts of interest.  

ACHIEVEMENTS DURING 2000 AND 2001

Though the CHBG had to move offices thrice (in July 2000 (abandoned due to the fact that the building burned few days before the move), November 2000 and November 2001) we did our best to keep our work unhampered.

Handsearching

Handsearches of about 25 specialist medical journals publishing a great deal of hepato-biliary randomised clinical trials are performed prospectively and retrospectively. The Editorial staff in Copenhagen stands for the handsearch of 17 journals alone.

Baillières Clinical Gastroenterology 

Chinese Journal of Clinical Hepatology 

Chinese Journal of Hepatology 

Chinese Journal of Infectious Diseases 

Chinese Journal of Integrated Traditional and Western Medicine on Liver Diseases 

Clinics in Gastroenterology 

Digestion 

Digestive Diseases 

Endoscopy 

European Journal of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 

121st Falk Symposium (2000)

Gastroenterology Clinics of North America 

GE Journal Portugûes de Gastroenterologia (1994-1999)

Gut (1960-2001) 

Hepatology and Hepatology Supplements 

Journal of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 

Journal of Hepatology and Journal of Hepatology Supplements

Journal of Viral Hepatitis 

Liver 

Liver Transplantation and Surgery 

Medicine et Chirurgie Digestive 

Methodology and Reviews of Clinical Trials in Portal Hypertension 

Scandinavian Journal of Gastroenterology 

Scandinavian Journal of Gastroenterology Supplements 

Seminars in Liver Disease 

Surgical Laparoscopy and Endoscopy 

Transplantation 

Transplantation Proceedings 

The International Workshop on Portal Hypertension Conference Proceedings. 

We search all AASLD and EASL meeting abstracts that are published in supplement issues of the ‘Hepatology’ and ‘Journal of Hepatology’ journals.

The CHBG Controlled Trials Register

The CHBG identifies randomised clinical trials (RCTs) and controlled clinical trials (CCTs) of interventions (prophylaxis, diagnosis, treatment, and care) directed towards liver and biliary diseases in human beings through electronic searches on primarily MEDLINE, EMBASE, and The Cochrane Library databases as well as by handsearching the listed above journals. The identified records are filed electronically in a ProCite software database called The CHBG’s Controlled Trials Register with the respective paper format obtained from libraries. Records, referring to ongoing and planned RCTs or CCTs, are also included. 

Furthermore, clinical trials that may turn out to be RCTs or CCTs, but at the present moment cannot be classified correctly due to insufficient reporting or unclear study design, are also included in The CHBG Controlled Trials Register as ‘second opinion ought to be sought studies’ (SOS). Authors of SOS studies are contacted, in case the studies represent an interest to the reviewers.

In addition, The CHBG’s Controlled Trials Register contains important meta-analyses (M-As), reviews and consensus reports (REV), observational studies (OBS), and other publications pertinent to the scope of The Group. However, these studies are not submitted for publication on The Cochrane Library.

By the end of 2001 The CHBG Controlled Trials Register contained bibliographic details of more than 13,555 studies. Of these, 12,980 studies have all been coded for study design. The RCTs were 6,338 and the CCTs were 446. The remaining is background material that helps reviewers perform systematic Reviews (see chart).

Information on identified RCTs and CCTs are submitted four times a year to The New England Cochrane Centre for inclusion on The Cochrane Library. For 2000 and 2001 these references totalled 2140. In addition, The CHBG passes on gastroentorologic RCTs and CCTs that are not relevant to the scope of The CHBG to the three other gastrointestinal Cochrane Collaborative Review Groups.
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Registered titles

The registered number of titles for the year 2000 was 17 and for 2001 the number of titles was 33. At the end of the period, the cumulative total of titles with a start in 1996 was 122 (see figure below). 

Published protocols for Cochrane Reviews and Cochrane Reviews 

During 2000 we published 13 new protocols for Reviews and 2 new systematic Cochrane Reviews in The Cochrane Library, and in 2001 the output was 16 new protocols and 13 new Reviews. The cumulative total of protocols was 51 and the cumulative total of Reviews was 18 for the period March 1996 until 2002. Further, we had 14 protocols for Reviews and 8 Reviews under the editorial process and their publication is expected in the year 2002. The progress during the past, and a projection of the immediate future is shown below. 

No Review is published before getting the final approval of the majority of the CHBG Editors. For protocols for Cochrane Reviews it is the contact editor, chosen among the CHBG Editors and Assitent Editors, who assumes the responsibility for its scientific contents and quality. 
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Sister publications of Cochrane protocols and Reviews are also encouraged and six of the CHBG’s protocols and Reviews also appeared in paper journals like Liver, BMJ, and Journal of Viral Hepatitis.

In 2001 Ronald L. Koretz, Los Angeles, published his American Gastroenterology Association Technical Review on parenteral nutrition in Gastroenterology (2001;121:970-1001). This systematic review combined data from 109 randomised clinical trials and concluded that the evidence for benefit of parenteral nutrition for most diseases was not existing. This review is very important seen from the patients’ point of view (significant harm may be evaded in a number of conditions by not using parenteral nutrition). Second, it may have significant health economic consequences. Third, the recommendations mark a positive attitude among American physicians to systematic reviewing, as the recommendations of the review were endorsed by The American Gastroenterological Association Clinical Practice and Practice Economics Committee. 

In 1999, The CHBG obtained a grant of 3,400,000.- DKK given by The Danish Medical Research Council for the project ‘Getting Research into Practice’ (GRIP). From this grant 1,200,000.- DKK has been distributed on competitive basis in 2000 and 2001 to researchers wishing to perform Cochrane Reviews. After announcing the grant internationally in 1999, the reviewers were selected in February 2000 from the applications received. Sixteen titles for Cochrane Reviews won, contracts with the reviewers were signed, and the work in performing the Reviews began. Five titles for Systematic Reviews were, however, abandoned in 2001 and the contracts were proclaimed null and void. However, we managed to sign new contracts with nine new groups of systematic reviewers. At the end of 2001 most of these groups of systematic reviewers delivered Reviews within the time limits defined in the respective contracts. Although the amount of money that has been paid to each group of systematic reviewers could only function as ‘seed money’, the GRIP-project has been evaluated highly successful by The CHBG and has significantly contributed to the progress of The Group. The CHBG warmly recommends that such funding should become available to all systematic Review Groups within The Cochrane Collaboration. 

The GRIP project entered its second phase in 2001. This phase encompasses a health economic evaluation of hepato-biliary interventions that have significant beneficial clinical effects in order to establish an overview of hepato-biliary interventions that work and are sound from a cost-effectiveness point of view and which do not work or are too expensive to be used. The second phase of the GRIP project will end in 2002. Also in 2001, the detail planning of the third phase of the GRIP project was launched. Cand. scient. adm. Pia Kürstein, DSI Danish Institute for Health Services Research, Copenhagen, is preparing a Ph.D.-project on this phase with the main focus to identify bridges and barriers of getting research evidence into practice. Professor Jes Søgaard, DSI, and Christian Gluud are among the tutors.    

Guests reviewers and Ph.D.-students

The Editorial Team has also educational tasks. To provide and foster appropriate environment conducive to the effective preparation of systematic Reviews, a number of people stayed at the Editorial Base during 2000 and 2001. These people were:

Martin Mellerup, Denmark (Period of average stay: six months)

Jesper Brok, Denmark (Period of average stay: six months)

Jianping Liu, China (Period of average stay: 12 months)

Wendong Chen, China (Period of average stay: nine months)

Andrea Rambaldi, Italy (Period of average stay: five months)

Rosanna Simonetti, Italy (Period of average stay: three months)

Two Ph.D. students, Lise Lotte Kjaergard (to March 2001) and Bodil Als-Nielsen (from October 2001), both from Denmark, have been working on systematic Reviews during these two years. Bodil Als-Nielsen was immatriculated as Ph.D.-student at The Copenhagen University on a project dealing with interventions for hepatic encephalopathy. Christian Gluud is tutor on this project together with Peter Gøtzsche, The Nordic Cochrane Center. Furthermore, Bodil Als-Nielsen started working on a project on the association between methodological quality of randomised clinical trials and intervention effects in these trials. A sample of about 580 trials was identified from a random sample of systematic Reviews in The Cochrane Library. The collection of trials had finished at the end of the period, and data extraction for quality assessment began. Lise Lotte Kjaergard and Christian Gluud are tutors on this project. 

Gennaro D’Amico, Giata Pietrosi, and Ilaria Tarantino, Italy, visited The CHBG Editorial Base in January 2001 where preliminary results from the systematic Review ‘Emergency sclerotherapy versus medical interventions for bleeding oesophageal varices in cirrhotic patients’ were discussed.

Other people who visited The CHBG because of their kind interest in The Group were:  Professor Youping Li, The Chinese Cochrane Centre, Chengdu; Professor Jingqiu Chen, Dean of Research, Chengdu University, and his wife; Professor Chris Gips, The Netherlands, and his wife, from the International School of Hepatology; Professor Kiichiro Tsutani, Japan; Iain Chalmers, Director of the UK Cochrane Centre.
CHBG Newsletters

The CHBG Newsletter continued to be issued twice a year and Issue 2, 2001 was sent free of charge to about 400 members to serve its purpose – to inform members about achievements and activities of the Group.

Other publications 

The CHBG produced a number of educational full text articles as well as published full text articles and book chapters on methodological issues, in total 15  (see List of publications).

INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATION AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

International symposia and meetings

During 2000 and 2001 The CHBG organised and led four international meetings in connection with the EASL (European Association for the Study of Liver) and AASLD (American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases) yearly meetings. Thierry Poynard or Ronald L Koretz in association with Christian Gluud chaired these meetings (see Table on page 40). 

The CHBG meeting in April in Rotterdam during the 2000 EASL meeting was attended by almost 100 people. 

The CHBG had a meeting in October in Dallas during the 2000 AASLD meeting. The meeting was a forum where the latest liver-related research presented in the form of Cochrane systematic reviews was discussed. Presenters of the collaborative Reviews were, among others, Bodil Als-Nielsen, Lise Lotte Kjaergard, and Christian Gluud.

In April 17, 2001 in Prague, The Check Republic, the first CHBG one-day symposium on evidence-based medicine, sponsored generously by EASL, was run. In total, more than 200 people attended the symposium. For the first time the CHBG symposium programme was published on one-page in the March issue of the Journal of Hepatology. Torben Jørgensen, Bodil Als-Nielsen, Lise Lotte Kjaergard, and Christian Gluud were among those who presented systematic Reviews they worked on. 

In November 2001, though the September tragedies in the U.S.A, a CHBG meeting was held during the AASLD meeting. Christian Gluud and Bodil Als-Nielsen were among the speakers.

Christian Gluud participated at the Baveno III Consensus Conference in April 2000 where he delivered a lecture entitled ‘Quality of randomised clinical trials in portal hypertension and other fields of hepatology’. 

Lise Lotte Kjaergard and Christian Gluud participated at the IASL-APASL joint meting in Fukuoka, Japan, June 2000 where Lise Lotte Kjaergard presented her results on methodological quality of randomised clinical trials in hepatology as well as intervention effects of combination therapy with interferon and ribavirin for chronic hepatitis C. Further, contacts with Japanese hepatologists were established.

Christian Gluud participated in The 121 Falk Symposium in Den Haag, The Netherlands, in October 2000 and lectured on trials and meta-analyses on glucocorticosteroids for alcoholic hepatitis.

Table. CHBG biannual meetings during the years from 1995 and onwards

	1st Exploratory meeting -
	1993-10-13
	Copenhagen
	Denmark
	Institute of Preventive Medicine

	2nd Exploratory meeting
	1994-10-8
	Athens
	Greece
	EASL

	3rd Exploratory meeting
	1995-08-19
	Baveno
	Italy
	Baveno II

2nd International Consensus Workshop

	4th Exploratory meeting
	1995-08-19
	Copenhagen
	Denmark
	EASL

	5th Exploratory meeting
	1995-11-06
	Chicago
	USA
	AASLD

	1st CHBG meeting
	1996-08-25
	Geneva
	Switzerland
	EASL

	2nd CHBG meeting
	1996-11-10
	Chicago
	USA
	AASLD

	3rd CHBG meeting
	1997-04-12
	London
	UK
	EASL

	4th CHBG meeting
	1997-11-08
	Chicago
	USA
	AASLD

	5th CHBG meeting
	1998-04-18
	Lisbon
	Portugal
	EASL

	6th CHBG meeting
	1998-11-09
	Chicago
	USA
	AASLD

	7th CHBG meeting
	1999-04-11
	Naples
	Italy
	EASL

	8th CHBG meeting
	1999-11-08
	Dallas
	USA
	AASLD

	9th CHBG meeting
	2000-04-29
	Rotterdam
	Holland
	EASL

	10th CHBG meeting
	2000-10-30
	Dallas
	USA
	AASLD

	11th CHBG meeting (One-day CHBG symposium on evidence-based medicine)
	2001-04-17
	Prague
	The Czech Republic
	EASL

	12th CHBG meeting
	2001-11-12
	Dallas
	USA
	AASLD


In 2001, The CHBG together with the three other gastrointestinal Cochrane Groups issued a common brochure introducing the four Groups. In addition, The CHBG has also prepared its own brochure. 

Training and education

Collaborators from CHBG editorial base and staff in Copenhagen participated in training and educational activities at national and international level.

Dimitrinka Nikolova and Sarah Frederiksen participated in the yearly European meeting of Review Group Coordinators and Trials Search Coordinators in Copenhagen, 27-28 March 2000.

At the Annual Cochrane Colloquiums people working and advocating for the Cochrane ideas gather to meet, discuss, and learn. The 8th Annual Cochrane Colloquium was held in Cape Town in October 25-29, 2000. The Colloquium theme was on the challenges that face the Collaboration in the 21st century. Sarah Frederiksen presented a poster with results on the methodological quality and sample size of randomised trials published in ‘Gastroenterology’. Besides her, Dimitrinka Nikolova, Ninna Frydendall, and Nader Salasshahri attended the Colloquium. Associate professor, dr. med. sci. Jianping Liu, our guest-reviewer from China, was also present. He displayed four posters.

Dimitrinka Nikolova and Sarah Frederiksen participated in the yearly European meeting of Review Group Coordinators and Trials Search Coordinators in Lisbon, Portugal 4-5 June 2001.

Dimitrinka Nikolova, Lise Lotte Kjaergard, and Christian Gluud participated in the first Workshop on Cochrane Editing run by The Nordic Cochrane Centre in Copenhagen, 6-8 September 2001.

Dimitrinka Nikolova and Ninna Frydendall participated at the Fourth International Congress on Peer Review in Biomedical Publication in Barcelona, Spain 14-16 September 20001.

Christian Gluud and Bodil Als-Nielsen participated in the 9th International Cochrane Collaboration Colloquium in Lyon, France 9-13 October 2000. They presented four posters.

Christian Gluud was invited to Crete in April 2001 by Organisation Mondiale de Gastro-Entérologie (OMGE)/Organisation Mondiale d’Endoscopie Digestive (OMED) to teach at the Train-the-Trainers workshop. Two representatives of the national gastroenterologic associations from 20 countries around the Mediterranean region received education on evidence-based medicine, The Cochrane Collaboration, and systematic Reviews. 

Christian Gluud and Lise Lotte Kjaergard participated in the formation of the Meta-Epidemiologic Research Group on Bias (MEB) and participated in the founding meeting of the MEB Group in Bristol, UK, November 2001.

Ninna Frydendall visited The Chinese Cochrane Centre in Chegdu in December 2001 to discuss systematic reviewing and literature identification and planning of collaboration between The Chengdu Trial Unit and The Copenhagen Trial Unit. 

Dimitrinka Nikolova, Nader Salasshahri, Christian Gluud, Sarah Frederiksen, and Ninna Frydendall attended the two meetings with the other two Danish Cochrane Groups (Colorectal Cancer Group and Anaesthesia Group) and The Nordic Cochrane Centre located in Copenhagen in January and March 2000. At these meetings the achievements of the Group were reported as well as problems and running of the Group was discussed.

Exhibitions

The CHBG had its first stand in Rotterdam (30 April to 3 May 2000) during the 2000 EASL meeting. The stand was sponsored by EASL. The CHBG was presented for a second time during the Prague 2001 EASL meeting (16-22 April 2001). At these two exhibitions the activities of The Group were promoted as well as the activities of the other three Cochrane gastrointestinal groups (Cochrane Colorectal Cancer Group, Cochrane Inflammatory Bowel Diseases Group, Cochrane Upper Gastrointestinal and Pancreatic Diseases Group), and The Cochrane Library. Animated presentations in Power Point and poster presentations on how to prepare a Cochrane Review were shown. Written materials, like an updated CHBG brochure and leaflets, were also distributed. New members from developed as well as developing countries were recruited.

FUNDING

The funding from H:S allowed the Editorial Base staff in 2000 and 2001 to continue, run, and expand the activities of The CHBG securely. The Group is, however, constantly looking for additional funds, which help substantially the laborious and time-consuming process of developing systematic Reviews.

The 1991 Pharmacy Foundation granted 1,200,000. - DKK in 1999 to the CHBG for running its daily activities in the year 1999-2000 in the form of salaries, equipment, and running operations. 

The Danish Medical Research Council generously provided 1,700,000. - DKK for the years 2000 and 2001 to the CHBG for running a mutual project with the Danish Institute for Health Care called ‘Getting research into practice’ (GRIP).

The Copenhagen Hospital Corporation Research Foundation granted 45,000.- DKK to Martin Mellerup, medical student, to study interventions for hepatitis B in the year 2000.

The Danish Institute for Heath Technology Assessment contributed with 166,666.- DKK to the work performed by Bodil Als-Nielsen in the field of methodological quality in RCTs in the year 2001.

The Copenhagen Hospital Corporation Research Foundation granted 45,000.- DKK to Jesper Brok, medical student, to study in the year 2001 interventions for patients with paracetamol overdose. 

The Danish Medical Research Council granted 184,000. - DKK to Lise Lotte Kjaergard in the year 2000 to continue her work on the subject ‘The randomised clinical trial – a quality evaluation from theory into practice’. 

The Danish Institute for Heath Technology Assessment supported in 2000 and 2001 with a total of 100,000. - DKK the work performed by Lise Lotte Kjaergard and Christian Gluud on studying ribavirin with or without interferon for patients with chronic hepatitis C as part of a Medical Technology Assessment project conducted in collaboration with The Research Unit at H:S Hvidovre Hospital. The report on this project was finalised in 2001 and will be published in 2002. 

The Danish Council for Development Research granted 187,000.- DKK in the year 2001 for preparation of systematic Reviews in collaboration with developing countries.

The Fund of 1870 granted 25,000.- DKK in the year 2001 for assisting the preparation of systematic Reviews on chronic hepatitis B and C.

Expenditures for 2000 and 2001

The Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group would like to thank the following sponsors for their generous financial support during the yeas 2000 and 2001: 

The 1991 Pharmacy Foundation, H:S Copenhagen Hospital Administration, H:S Rigshospitalet in particular, The Danish Medical Research Council, The Danish Council for Development Research, The Danish Institute for Health Technology Assessment, The Copenhagen Hospital Corporation Research Foundation, and The Fund of 1870. 

	Expenditures in 2000 (in DKK):
	

	
	

	Salaries for Editorial employees
	1,295,100.-

	Running expenses
	250,000.- 

	Total


	1,545,100.- 

	
	

	
	

	Expenditures in 2001 (in DKK):
	

	
	

	Salaries for Editorial employees
	1,147,719.-  

	Running expenses
	300,000.-

	Total

	1,447,719.-


MILESTONES FOR CHBG IN 2002 

The CHBG will continue to work hard on:

· Identification of as a large number as possible of new and previously published randomised trials without limitation as to language and publication status.

· Registration of ongoing and planned hepato-biliary randomised clinical trials.

· Education of researchers in conducting quality assessments of randomised clinical trials and how to conduct meta-analyses and systematic Reviews.

· Conduct of about another 10-15 protocols for systematic CHBG Reviews.

· Conduct of about another 10-15 systematic CHBG Reviews, which can be published in The Cochrane Library.

· Updating existing Cochrane Reviews on The Cochrane Library.

· Promoting the assessment of the healthcare interventions studied in the Reviews using outcomes that matter to people making choices in health care.

· Improving the peer reviewing process and shortening the time for it.

· Registration of 20 new titles for Cochrane Reviews.

· Develop guidelines and checklists for CHBG systematic Reviews for reviewers as well as editors.

· Enhancing the competence and skills of the Editorial staff through participation at workshops organised for these purposes.

· Registering two more journals for handsearching.

· Recruiting CHBG consumers. 

· Recruiting new reviewers and peer reviewers from developing countries.

· To continue representing the CHBG at the annual EASL and AASLD meetings

· To continue representing the CHBG at the annual EASL exhibition.

· To work on a new design of The CHBG web site as well as update and compile the existing documents on line.

· To prepare the CHBG meetings in Madrid (EASL 2002 – this has been cancelled due to the fact that EASL only alloted the CHBG space after the completion of the EASL meeting) and Boston (AASLD 2002) and in Turkey (EASL 2003).

· To hold a telephone conference with the CHBG editors at which to discuss how to overcome the weaknesses within the CHBG work.

· To be host of two reviewers from abroad and give them support in the preparation of Reviews. 

· To continue look for funding possibilities.

Further information regarding the activities of The CHBG may be obtained through The CHBG homepage inet.uni2.dk/~ctucph/chbg or at The Cochrane Library.

CTU responsible: Christian Gluud.

Status: Ongoing.

Fund support: Please see above.

Publications

2000

1. Als-Nielsen B, Kjaergard LL, Gluud C. Benzodiazepine receptor antagonists for acute and chronic hepatic encephalopathy [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 4, 2000. Oxford: Update Software.

2. Gluud C, Jørgensen T. Cochrane Hepato-Biliær Gruppen - status efter tre år. [The Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group - status after three years]. Ugeskr Læger 2000;162(21):3017-9.

3. Gluud C, Koretz RL. Branched-chain amino acids for hepatic encephalopathy [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 1, 2000. Oxford: Update Software. 

4. Kjaergard LL, Krogsgaard K, Gluud C. Ribavirin with or without alpha interferon versus no intervention, placebo or alpha interferon for chronic hepatitis C [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 3, 2000. Oxford: Update Software.

5. Liu JP, McIntosh H, Lin H. Chinese medicinal herbs for asymptomatic carriers of hepatitis B virus infection [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 3, 2000. Oxford: Update Software.

6. Mellerup MT, Krogsgaard K, Mathurin P, Gluud C, Poynard T. Sequential combination of glucocorticosteroids and alfa interferon versus alfa interferon alone for chronic hepatitis B [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 2, 2000. Oxford: Update Software.

7. Rambaldi A, Gluud C. Colchicine for alcoholic and non-alcoholic liver fibrosis and cirrhosis. Cochrane Hepato-Biliary Group Protocol. Liver 2000;20:(3):262-6.

8. Rambaldi A, Gluud C. Propylthiouracil for alcoholic liver disease [Protocol for a Cochrane Review].  In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 4, 2000. Oxford: Update Software.

9. Liu JP, McIntosh H, Lin H. Chinese medicinal herbs for chronic hepatitis B [Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 1, 2001. Oxford: Update Software.

10. Rambaldi A, Gluud C. Colchicine for alcoholic and non-alcoholic liver fibrosis and cirrhosis [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 2, 2000, Oxford: Update Software.

11. Rambaldi A, Gluud C. S-adenosyl-L-methionine for alcoholic liver disease [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 3, 2000. Oxford: Update Software.

2001

12. Rambaldi A, Iaquinto G, Gluud C. Anabolic androgenic steroids for alcoholic liver disease [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 2, 2001. Oxford: Update Software. 

13. Als-Nielsen B, Kjaergard LL, Gluud C. Dopaminergic agents for hepatic encephalopathy [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 2, 2001. Oxford: Update Software.

14. Als-Nielsen B, Kjaergard LL, Gluud C. Nonabsorbable disaccharides for hepatic encephalopathy [Protocol for a Cochrane Review]. In: The Cochrane Library, Issue 2, 2001. Oxford: Update Software.

15. Kjaergard LL, Villumsen J, Gluud C. Reported methodological quality and discrepancies between large and small randomized trials in meta-analyses. Ann Intern Med 2001;135(11):982-9.
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